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Abstract
This research uses complex systems theory to analyze the coalition-building
behavior of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region as an adaptive system in the turbulent
Middle East. Findings indicate that the Kurds engage in “swing activism,” basing
strategies on three attractors: regime security, strategic independence, and threat
balance. This oscillatory behavior manifests at the micro (competition and
cooperation among major parties), intermediate (asymmetric relations with
Baghdad), and macro (interactions with external powers) levels, resulting from
rational calculations for survival in an anarchic international system. At the micro
level, party interactions show a pattern of self-organization and adaptability. At the
intermediate level, the relationship with the central government is characterized by
economic dependence and historical memory. At the macro level, the Kurds engage
with conflicting actors through “active compromise.” This system demonstrates
resilience through self-regulating mechanisms, such as diversifying alliances and
learning from past experiences. Future challenges, including declining American
hegemony and economic dependence, necessitate a shift to “active swing activism,”
marked by proactive features, collective intelligence from the diaspora, and resilient
institutions. By clarifying the systemic logic behind Kurdish behavior and linking
it to swing activism, this research offers a new framework for analyzing quasi-state
actors in international relations.
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Security, Balance of Threat.
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