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Somaye Morovatit

Abstract .
Recent security developments in Pakistan indicate a fundamental shift in threat
patterns and a gradual erosion of central state authority. The simultaneous
operations of terrorist, separatist, and transnational groups across border and urban
areas reflect the emergence of a heterogeneous erosive synergy among disparate
actors, which, despite ideological differences, collectively undermine the state in
practice. This study employs the theoretical framework of Heterogeneous Erosive
Synergy and a qualitative—descriptive analytical approach to examine the
mechanisms of this emerging pattern in Pakistan. The findings show that threat
networks, through geographical dispersion, concurrent operations, and targeting of
critical infrastructure—particularly projects associated with the China—Pakistan
Economic Corridor—have imposed significant security costs, reduced foreign
investment, and eroded government legitimacy. Based on field data and official
reports (2023-2025), this pattern not only reflects a transformation in the nature of
Pakistan’s security threats but also signals the emergence of a new insecurity
architecture in South Asia, challenging the distinction between internal threats and
regional competition.
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