++  Scientific Journal Quarterly of Middle East Studies

Scientific Journal Quarterly of Middle East Studies

Vol 32. No 4. Winter 2026 C "’.'T
Received date: 2025.04.04 \UZ7
Acceptance date: 2025.11.03 R R

Home page: www.cmessjournal.ir

The Institutionalization of the Ottoman Caliphate and Safavid
Monarchy Amidst the Crisis of Governance in the Islamic World: A
Reevaluation of Sunni and Shia Political Thought

Mohammad Osmani*

CHT

Abstract
In the second century of the Islamic calendar, the Abbasid Caliphate was established based
on the central tenet of the caliphate, characterized by its Qurashi and Arab identity, as well
as the specific allegiance of elites and the general populace, thereby forming a legitimate
power structure. From this position, social cohesion emerged within the geographical realm
under Abbasid authority. By the late Abbasid era, various ethnic groups had managed to
create local and independent powers separate from the caliphate. In Iran, for instance, a
monarchy had manifested that derived its religious legitimacy solely from the caliphate in
Baghdad. A similar situation had developed in Egypt under the Fatimid and Mamluk rule.
Turkic tribes in various regions of Anatolia and the Caucasus had united and were making
strides toward power by seizing territories. The Mongol invasion and the fall of Baghdad
exacerbated this crisis. Nonetheless, the people still looked toward the exiled Abbasid
caliph, who had taken refuge with the Mamluks.

Amidst these circumstances, Sultan Selim |, by attacking Cairo and overthrowing the
Mamluks, compelled the Abbasid caliph in the Hagia Sophia to transfer the caliphate to
himself. For the first time in the history of Muslim governance, a non-Arab and non-
Qurashi dynasty seized the power of the caliphate. Concurrently, in Iran, during the internal
conflicts of the caliphate, Shah Ismail, after defeating the Aq Qoyunlu, entered Tabriz, the
capital of the Turkmen, crowned himself, and established an independent power against the
Osmani Caliphate.

The central question addressed in this paper is: how did these two governments manage to
legitimize their authority amidst the crisis of the caliphate? The hypothesis posited is that
in Iran, from the very beginning of the Abbasid era, a reevaluation of the unifying elements
expressed in Persian language and the conceptualizations of Shia Islam paved the way for
the emergence of an independent Iranian government. In contrast, the Osmani caliphate’s
legitimacy was achieved through the collaboration of Sunni jurists, who rationalized their
support for the Osmani caliphate and mobilized the general populace under conditions of
emergency and coercion. We will analyze the social conditions and the arguments
presented to explore the institutionalization of Osmani and Safavid power.
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