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Abstract T
The dominant intellectual currents that have shaped the modern Middle East over the past
century have largely rested on three pillars: nationalism, religion, and left-wing populism.
Inclusive paradigms, by contrast, have remained comﬁaratlvely thin and underdeveloped.
Paradoxically, these three major currents—owing to their straightforward nature and their
reliance on exclusionary and othering models—have enjoyed wide popular apﬁeal and have
significantly shaped political practice across the region. The national homeland or
territorial realm has, in fact, constituted the principal axis of intellectual debates in this
volatile ?eography; indeed, few regions in the world exhibit such a high number of
'I[Eerritoria and border disputes, nor such prolonged forms of contestation, as the Middle

ast.
Yet, alongside these dominant tendencies, there has also existed an important and
Iongstandmg intellectual strand which, through a civilizational and inclusive outlook, has
highlighted underappreciated dimensions of patriotism deserving renewed attention.
Building on this insight, the present article seeks to identify and explicate a model of
“patriotism as a civilizational duty” by offering a systematic analysis of the interrelation
between ethics, rationality, and national commitment in the works of a civilizational
thinker—Mohammad-Ali Foroughi.
The central concern of the article is to explore how one may extract from Foroughi’s
writings a model that understands loyalty to the homeland not as an emotional or_%ollti(_:al
impulse, but as a moral and cultural responsibility that nonetheless remains compatible with
universal ethical principles. The article posits that Foroughi articulates a tripartite
formulation of patriotism that constitutes a model of ethical-civilizational patriotism
grounded in three pillars: rationality, culture, and the common good. This model, standln(a;
etween the two extremes of nationalism and internationalism, seeks to open a path towar

reconciling national identity with global responsibility.
Methodologically, the research employs an analytical-interpretive approach based on a
close reading of Foroughi’s original texts, particularly his philosophical and cultural works.
The findings indicate that, in Foroughi’s thought, patriotism 1s not merely a sense of
belonging but a commitment to safeguarding rationality, language, and culture as the
foundational elements of civilization—thereby offering a conceptual basis for rethinking
patriotism in contemporary Iran.

Kelywords: Ethical-Civilizational Patriotism, Mohammad Ali Foroughi, Cultural and

Political Rationality, Common Good, Iranian Civilization, Nationalism and Internationalism.
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