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Abstract Eﬁl't

This research analyzes the complex dialectic between state and society in
Afghanistan during two distinct periods (2001-2021). With the fall of the Taliban
regime and the subsequent efforts to establish a democratic government with
international support, Afghanistan underwent fundamental political and social
transformations. This process faced significant challenges following the Taliban’s
return in 2021, marking a new turning point in the country’s contemporary history,
and profoundly impacted the state-society dialectic. Drawing upon the theoretical
framework of Robinson and Acemoglu’s “The Narrow Corridor: States, Societies,
and the Fate of Liberty,” this study focuses on the influence of the state-society
dialectic on the formation and characteristics of the Leviathan in Afghanistan. The
research question is: How has the dialectic between state and society influenced the
characteristics of the state between 2001 and 2021? This research employs a
historical sociological method. The findings indicate that both the Hamid Karzai
and Ashraf Ghani governments faced numerous challenges in managing state-
society relations. Specifically, the nature of the state manifested as “absent” during
the Hamid Karzai era and as “paper” during the Ashraf Ghani era. This situation
highlights structural weaknesses and a lack of effective social participation in
Afghanistan’s political process, which led to the weakening of state identity and
effectiveness.
Keywords: Society, Leviathan, Paper State, Absent State.
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