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Abstract OFS

This study examines the formation of the “Middle Eastern human subject” within
the historical context of ancient Sumerian civilization. The central problem of the
research is an investigation into the role of political education in reproducing social
order and its function in shaping a historical subjectivity that has been continually
reproduced within the framework of ancient educational traditions. Drawing on
Quentin Skinner’s theoretical framework of speech act theory and employing
content analysis of Sumerian texts, literature, and law codes, the author examines
the hypothesis that political education in this society—through mythological, epic,
and legal motifs—cultivated a human type whose defining characteristics were
loyalty to hierarchical order and a sense of awe and fear of political annihilation.
The findings indicate that the concept of virtue in Sumerian society, in contrast to
Greek models, was closely associated with absolute obedience, pragmatism, and
leadership power (lugal). In this civilization, the state (city-kingship) was perceived
not as a social contract but as a manifestation of cosmic and divine order, the
purpose of which was to transform human beings into obedient and subservient
servants of the gods and rulers. Ultimately, the article concludes that political
education in Sumer gave rise to a type of culture in the Middle East in which “sacred
fear” and cultural constraints, rather than fostering individual autonomy, functioned
as barriers to independent rationality, thereby reproducing a “follower” type of
human being throughout history.
Keywords: The Middle Eastern Human, Political Education, Ancient Sumer, Speech
Act.
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