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Abstract [m] e
The present research examines the patterns, objectives, and consequences of
Afghanistan's foreign policy toward two significant Persian Gulf states. The central
research question is: Why and how did Afghanistan's foreign policy toward Qatar
and Saudi Arabia during the republican era produce divergent outcomes despite
apparent convergent interests? The research methodology is descriptive-analytical,
based on documentary and archival studies. Data were collected from scholarly
sources, official documents, and credible reports, and analyzed within K.J. Holsti's
theoretical framework. Holsti's national role conception theory, which
conceptualizes foreign policy as emanating from political elites' perceptions and
cognitions of their country's position within the international system, constituted
the primary analytical foundation. The findings indicate that Afghanistan’s foreign
policy during this period lacked coherence and autonomy due to weak institutional
structures, financial-security dependencies, and the influence of non-state actors.
Within this context, Qatar successfully acquired a distinctive position in
Afghanistan's peace process through its role as an "active mediator,” while Saudi
Arabia, adopting a traditional, conservative approach influenced by regional
rivalries, played a more circumscribed role. Furthermore, the Taliban's role as a
pivotal non-state actor contributed to the diminishment of Saudi influence while
strengthening Qatar's strategic position. This differentiation reflects the geopolitical
objectives, strategic priorities, and regional competition between the two states vis-
a-vis Afghanistan throughout the republican period. The ultimate conclusion
demonstrates that Afghanistan's foreign policy constituted a reflection of elite
cognitive frameworks and the congruence or incongruence between conceived roles
and regional realities. This underscores the imperative of formulating a pragmatic,
adaptive, and autonomous foreign policy for Afghanistan's future strategic
orientation.
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