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Abstract
This study aims to explain the transformation of China’s national security logic under Xi
Jinping and examine its implications for Beijing’s behavior in the Middle East, with
particular focus on the Islamic Republic of Iran. The central research question is: What
transformations in China’s strategic security logic does the white paper “China’s National
Security in the New Era” reveal, and how are these transformations reflected in China’s
conduct toward the Middle East and Iran? The study hypothesizes that the 2025 document
does not represent a complete break from the past, but rather a more coherent formulation
of a security logic that has evolved during Xi’s leadership. In this logic, national security
is conceived as an interconnected system in which political security and the continuity of
Communist Party leadership occupy the foremost position, while economic, technological,
energy, supply chain, data, and external environmental security serve to preserve political
stability, manage risks, and advance national rejuvenation. The research employs a
qualitative, document-analytical, and case-study approach. China’s national security white
paper serves as the primary source, while academic literature, think-tank reports, and
behavioral evidence constitute secondary sources for critical evaluation. Two empirical
cases—China’s role in the Iran—Saudi Arabia rapprochement and Beijing’s conduct in
recent regional crises—are examined to test the limits of China’s activism. Findings
indicate that China is neither a fully neutral and passive actor nor a regional security
guarantor in the Middle East. Rather, when regional instability threatens China’s energy
security, trade routes, and economic interests, Beijing selectively employs diplomacy and
economic instruments, while avoiding binding defense commitments and costly military
intervention. Accordingly, cooperation with China can offer Iran opportunities in
diplomacy and trade, but should not substitute for strengthening domestic capacities,
diversifying external partnerships, and reducing economic, technological, and security
vulnerabilities.
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